
Alternative Assessment Methods

While we may have go-to assessment methods that we 
prefer, one must also consider the many options 
available. They may be easier to administer, produce 
better data, and facilitate outcomes.  

Session attendees will learn how to: 
• employ lesser-known methods of assessing student 

learning, understanding as well as attitudes. 
• facilitate learning and provide effective feedback 

with assessment.



Qualitative Assessments 
Expanded

Not all assessment methods must be based on typical 
research methods. 

The overall goal is to understand what students know 
and/or think as a result of an experience (e.g., workshop, 
program).



Alternative Assessment Methods





Using Rubrics

Use vetted/established rubrics when possible, but 
personalize for local use 

Explain the purpose of the assessment with the 
student and share/discuss the rubric with them. 

Use the rubric to articulate desired learning/
development/behavioral outcomes. (whenever possible, 
do this with students directly) 



Portfolios
Used to evaluate and promote learning 





Learning Contracts/ 
Development Plans



Sample Learning Contract  
Protocol





Document Review



CATs! 
Angelo and Cross (1993) Classroom Assessment Techniques - CATs



The TQA 
A Three Question Assessment

What ideas did this presentation generate for 
you? 

Did you learn something today that might help 
you perform your job better.? Please describe. 

What could be changed about this presentation 
to make it more helpful or effective?
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