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SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS 
COMMISSION ON COLLEGES (SACSCOC) 
The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges is the regional body for the accreditation 

of degree-granting higher education institutions in the Southern states.  The Commission’s mission is the enhancement 

of educational quality throughout the region and it strives to improve the effectiveness of institutions by ensuring 

that institutions meet standards established by the higher education community that address the needs of society 

and students.  It serves as the common denominator of shared values and practices among the diverse institutions in 

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 

Virginia and Latin America and other international sites approved by the Commission on Colleges that award 

associate, baccalaureate, master’s, or doctoral degrees.  The Commission also accepts applications from other 

international institutions of higher education. 

PRINCIPLES OF ACCREDITATION  
F O U N D A T I O N S  F O R  Q U A L I T Y  E N H A N C E M E N T  

 

CORE REQUIREMENT 2.5 

The institution engages in ongoing, integrated, and institution-wide research-based planning and 

evaluation processes that incorporate a systematic review of programs and services that (a) results in 

continuing improvement, and (b) demonstrates that the institution is effectively accomplishing its mission. 

(Institutional Effectiveness) 

 

COMPREHENSIVE STANDARD 3.3.1 - INSTITUTIONAL EFFECTIVENESS 

The institution identifies expected outcomes, assesses the extent to which it achieves these outcomes, and 

provides evidence of improvement based on analysis of the results in each of the following areas:  

 3.3.1.1 educational programs, to include student learning outcomes 

 3.3.1.2 administrative support services 

 3.3.1.3 educational support services 

 3.3.1.4 research within its educational mission, if appropriate 

 3.3.1.5 community/public service within its educational mission, if appropriate 

 

MISSISSIPPI INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING (IHL)  
The Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL System), under the governance of its Board of Trustees, will 

operate as a strong public university system with eight distinct, mission-driven universities, and will enhance the 

quality of life of Mississippians by effectively meeting their diverse educational needs. In so doing, the IHL system 

will be characterized by, and become nationally recognized for, its emphasis on student achievement and on 

preparing responsible citizens; its adherence to high academic standards and to quality in instruction, research, 

service and facilities; and its commitment to affordability, accessibility, and accountability. 
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IMAGE DEVELOPMENT 
Image development promotes the internal and external reputation of the university and supports the vision of 

Southern Miss. Image development must be linked to what we do and how well we do it.  

Supporting Measures: Results on Chronicle/Gallup Branding Index/Scores in U.S. News & Forbes University 

rankings/Positive national media coverage/Surveys of prospective and current students. 

CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNITY 
We envision engaged citizens of Southern Miss (students, staff, faculty and alumni) who genuinely invest in their 

university community and their host communities (locally, regionally, nationally and globally). Our engaged citizens 

intentionally build community through learning and working together inside and outside the university in order to 

create and sustain a culture of respect and civility. We do this through hosting, serving, and sharing. 

• Hosting refers to the importance of every contact made on campus – from the first to the last. 

• Serving allows university citizens to invest in people, agencies/businesses, and organizations through volunteering, 

service learning, internships, applied scholarship and university/community partnerships. 

• Sharing focuses on how we build relationships and engagement inside the university and with our host 

communities. 

Supporting Measures: Noel-Levitz Student Satisfaction Inventory results/Student volunteer hours/Sq. ft of sharing 

(social/learning) space/Attendance at university-sponsored events/Externally funded applied initiatives/Total 

endowment. 

HEALTHY MINDS, BODIES, & CAMPUSES 
A culture that emphasizes a multidimensional healthy environment at Southern Miss is deemed central to attain the 

goals of this strategic plan. An emphasis on healthy lifestyles will enhance the quality of the Southern Miss 

experience and beyond. Appropriate efforts in campus sustainability and environmental education will contribute 

to an improved environmental impact and an informed perspective on resource use. Continuous efforts to maintain 

safety and security of all at Southern Miss will increase the potential to attain individual and community goals. 

Supporting Measures: Participation in university-sponsored wellness/Fitness activities/Employee 

absenteeism/Utility Costs/LEED certified buil
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Assessment Policies 
A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  A S S E S S M E N T  C O M M I T T E E  

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes Participants:  

A. Educational Programs – IHL maintains the official inventory of USM academic programs 

(http://www.mississippi.edu/research/stats.html).  To be in compliance with SACS policy, all degree 

programs in this inventory must assess program-level student learning outcomes in accordance with the 

Academic Program Assessment Plan and Report Guidelines.  

UAC Approved  9.30.09 

 

B. Certificate Programs – The Office of Institutional Research maintains the inventory of active USM 

certificate programs (http://www.usm.edu/institutional-research). To be in compliance with SACS-COC 

Principles of Accreditation policy, all certificate programs in this inventory must assess program-level 

student learning outcomes in accordance with the Certificate Program Assessment Plan and Reporting 

Guidelines. UAC Approved 9.30.09; Modified 02.29.12 

 

C. Emphasis Areas – All teacher licensure programs must assess separately.  All other programs with emphasis 

areas determine whether they assess at the program-level or the emphasis-level.  Many programs have 

elected to separate their assessments at the emphasis-level.  The UAC encourages programs to consider 

emphasis-level assessment if plans of study vary greatly.  The UAC can recommend emphasis-level 

assessment if program-level assessment reports are deemed inadequate. The UAC can also recommend 

programs address emphasis areas within the same report by having several common student learning 

outcomes for the program and at least one separate student learning outcome for each emphasis area.   

UAC Approved 10.28.09 

 

D. Stand-alone Minors – All stand-alone minors must assess minor-level student learning outcomes in 

accordance with the Certificate Program Assessment Plan and Report Guidelines.  A stand-alone minor is 

defined as a program of study that does not have a “parent” degree. 

UAC Approved 10.28.09; Modified 02.29.12 

 

Assessment of Administrative Outcomes Participants:  

 

E.

http://www.mississippi.edu/research/stats.html
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University Assessment Committee Policy Regarding Academic P rograms’ 

Participation in the University-Wide Assessment Process 

The purpose of the University Assessment Committee (UAC) is to support the process of continual self-evaluation 

and improvement across all academic and administrative units at The University of Southern Mississippi. Assessment 

involves the articulation of desired student learning outcomes, the design of measures to assess student learning in 

relationship to those outcomes, and the systematic collection of findings to determine if, and to what extent, student 

learning is occurring. Student learning outcomes assessment data are reported and preserved in WEAVEonline, the 

program adopted by the UAC as the university-wide assessment database.  

Each year, a report of program and academic unit assessment participation is made to the deans, provost and 

president of The University of Southern Mississippi. The UAC will include in that report a list of any academic 

programs that did not submit plans and reports required within the university-wide assessment process. The UAC 

will continue (1) its recognition of academic programs judged to provide adequate and commendable support to 

SACSCOC Comprehensive Standard 3.3.1; 
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Plan and Report Guidelines 
 
Academic Program Assessment Plan and Report Guidelines 
 
PLAN GUIDELINES:  

1. All USM degree programs on the IHL Academic Program Inventory assess student learning outcomes at the 
program level.  

2. Separate assessment plans are encouraged at the emphasis level.  
3. To assist with the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) assessment 
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Certificate 

http://www.usm.edu/institutional-effectiveness/academic-program-assessment
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Assessment Updates 
Compliance Certification Report.  The university will submit the Compliance Certification Report for the decennial 

review in fall 2015.  



2014 Assessment Showcase 

 

Page 12 

Student Learning Outcomes 
A Student Learning Outcome (SLO) is a statement regarding knowledge, skills, and/or traits students should gain or 

enhance as a 
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Action Plans & Analysis 
An action is an organized activity undertaken to help programs more effectively achieve 
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ACCOUNTING BSBA 

Action Plan 

 

Researching Governmental Accounting Standards 

As a result of recommendations in the 2009-2010 AOL report designed to strengthen the students' research 

exposure and skills regarding the GASB standards, assessments during the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 academic 

years were conducted on the second of two research cases using the GASB standards. The reported results in these 

two academic years indicate improvement in the students' reported performance on the GASB research cases, 

presumably because of the feedback on the first case to the students, and the increased exposure to the GASB 

standards of two case assignments. However, student and instructor anecdotal feedback regarding the assignment 

of two GASB cases over these years has indicated that students feel overwhelmed by the number/timing of the 

GASB cases and other outside-of-class assignments (nonprofit research case, WRDS research case) in ACC 407 - 

especially within the compressed format of the class during which the reported assessments above were conducted 

- 
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Annual Reporting 



2014 Assessment Showcase 

 

Page 22 

2014 Showcase  
 
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE BA 
 
Program Summary 
The purpose of the undergraduate library and information science major (B.A.) is to educate students for careers in 

the information fields; in libraries the B.A. is a paraprofessional degree. The program supports the mission of the 

college and the university through provision of curriculum designed to serve the needs of the students while 

nurturing opportunities that engage students, promote discourse, and enhance quality of life. The curriculum 

prepares future information specialists for roles that include modeling and valuing collaboration, effective 

communication, information based problem-solving, an appreciation of and respect for diversity, recognition and 

sensitivity to standards of ethical conduct and how to organize, access and evaluate print and non-print information 

resources in a variety of settings.  

The Library and Information Science BA program at Southern Miss is a relatively small program serving several 

constituencies: school libraries' need for certified media specialists, public and academic paraprofessional needs, 

and general information services personnel interests. Interest in the field of librarianship and information studies 

varies and is reflected in dramatic changes in LIS enrollment and degree production. Skills developed in the LIS BA 

are applicable in a variety of venues including general office, information industry, management, and information 

organization. The LIS program has attracted some increased interest because our courses are offered online. 

However, these courses are specific to the field of library science and require real-time chat meetings to ensure 

student/faculty interaction and proper socialization into the field. Students who are not prepared to be challenged 

to learn the service side of research and reference, or cannot grasp concepts of organization and classification, 

are not likely to remain in the program, regardless of the vehicle of delivery.  

The LIS program provides a service course, LIS 201 Introduction to Information Literacy that is an option in the GEC 

computer competency selections. While i
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NOTES 


