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Fields of Study: African American history, business history, and the history of war and society

Academic Positions

Associate Professor, University of Southern Mississippi, 2009 to present
Assistant Professor, University of Southern Mississippi, 2003-2009
Lecturer, Coppin State College, 2000-2002

Education

Ph.D. in Africa-American History, University of Maryland, College Park. December, 2002.
Degree granted with distinction. Dissertation Advisor: Ira Berlin

M.A. in History, University of North Carolina, Greensboro. Dec. 1992. Major field: United
States History; Special field: African-American History. Master’s Thesis Advisor: Loren
Schweninger.

B.A. in History. University of North Carolina, Greensboro. May 1988.

Publications

Books

Co-editor with Heather Marie Stur, Integrating the U.S. Military: Race, Gender, and Sexuality
since World War I1. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, May 2017.

Knights o
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Co-Author with Kamden Strunk and William Takewell, “Queering South Mississippi: Simple and
Seemingly Impossible Work.” In Educator









Outside Reader for a book proposal submitted to the University of Kansas Press Review of a
book proposal submitted to the University Press of Kansas by Robert Jefferson, When Jim Crow
Faced a New Army: World War 11 and the Non-Segregation of the United States, Date Submitted:
January 28, 2020.

Outside Reader for a book proposal submitted to the University Press of Kansas Review of a
book proposal submitted to the University of Kansas Press by Geoffrey Jensen, Born out of
Necessity of War: The Cold War Racial Integration of the American Armed Forces, 1948-1968,
Date Submitted: November 25, 2019.

Outside Reader for book proposal submitted to the University of Kansas Press Comments on
Chris Dixon’s book proposal for African Americans and the Korean War: Forgotten Warrior
from a Forgotten Conflict, Date Submitted: October 20, 2019

“A Shave and a Haircut: Narrative Constructions of African American Male Identity through Hair
Care.” Manuscript submitted for publication in Men and Masculinities (Jan. 2019)

“‘The Bill-Poster’s Dream’: Billposters in American Life and Popular Imagination, 1860-1940.”
Manuscript submitted for publication in the Journal of American History (Nov. 2015) and when



The Aubrey Keith Lucas and Ella Ginn Lucas Endowment for Faculty Excellence Award, 2018

Margaret Boone Dale Women and War Fund Research Grant, Dale Center for the Study of War
and Society, Spring 2015

National Endowment for the Humanities, University of Southern Mississippi’s Nominee for the
Summer Stipend, 2013.

Sabbatical Leave, University of Southern Mississippi, Fall 2012.
Summer Research Award, College of Arts & Letters, University of Southern Mississippi, 2012.

Fellow, Academic Mentoring Program, Academic Dean for the University of Southern
Mississippi Gulf Coast, Fall, 2011.

Gulf Coast Faculty Development Grant, Academic Dean for the University of Southern
Mississippi Gulf Coast, Spring, 2011.

Research Travel Grant Recipient, Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation, Spring, 2010

College of Arts & Letters Excellence in Research Award, University of Southern Mississippi,
2010

Faculty Service Learning Fellow, University of Southern Mississippi, Spring, 2006.

John Hope Franklin Fellow, Perkins Library, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, Summer
2005



Externally Funded Research

Project Director, Spaces to Live Oral History Project, funded by the Mississippi Humanities

Council, 2016-2017.
During the 2016-2017 academic year, the Spaces to Live Project accomplished two major
tasks. First, at the request of Dr. Stuart Rockoff, the Executive Director of the MHC, and
Dr. Kevin Greene, the Co-Director of the Center for Oral History, Project Director Dr.
Douglas Bristol and Historical Consultant Dr. Andrew Ross developed an oral history
project to document the lives of LGBTQ people in South Mississippi. Second, the
project interviewed twenty-three LGBTQ people from South Mississippi. This report 1)
summarizes and evaluates the design of the project and 2) provides an overview of efforts
to publicize the interviews, and 3) makes recommendations for future phases of the
project.

Researcher, Mississippi Research Consortium Economic Impact Assessment Team for the
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, Funding Agency: Mississippi Development Authority, Jan. through
Dec. 2011.
Conducted oral history interviews and literature reviews to prepare the following reports:
“Lessons from the Comparative Studies of Disasters: The Impact on Tourism”;
“Understanding the Impact of the Deepwater Horizon Qil Disaster on Employment along
the Mississippi Gulf Coast”; ““Tipped Casino Employees Denied’: Uncompensated
Income Losses Caused by the Deepwater Horizon Qil Disaster”; “Subsistence Fishing
Claims”
Wrote the introductions to the 3™ Quarter & Final Research Consortium Reports

Mississippi Humanities Council Grant, March, 2011.
Wrote a successful grant application that funded an honorarium and travel expenses for
Dr. Robert Weems, University of Missouri, Columbia, to give the lecture: “Putting 1970s
‘Blaxploitation” Films in Perspective” for the screening of movie “Super Fly” for the
Southern Miss Gulf Coast campus film series.

Professional Conferences & Invited Presentations
“Ready to Fight? FDR, Isolationists, and the Selective Service Act of 1940,” Annual Meeting of
the Gulf South Historical Association, Natchez, MS, October 8, 2021.

Invited Public Lecture, “Changed Men: Black World War Il Veterans and Their Postwar
Opportunities,” Mini-Conference on Black Veterans, “Black Veterans Matter: The Long March
Home.” Hosted by the Veterans History Project of the University of Central Florida, November
17, 2020.

""Wasted Negro Manpower’: Race, the Mental Qualification Test, and the Induction of African
American Men into the Army during World War I1,” Annual Meeting of the Society for Military
History, Norfolk, VA, May 21, 2021.



“Biloxi Blues Too: Black Gls Come of Age at Keesler Air Field in World War 11,” Annual
Meeting of the Gulf South History and Humanities Conference, Oct. 18, 2019, Pensacola, FlI.

“Race Relations in Combat Zones and Vanquished Nations: Black Gls and Europeans during
World War 11”," Annual Meeting of the Society for Military History, Columbus, OH, United
States. (May 11, 2019).

“Civilians and Soldiers: Fighting Racial Discrimination in the War Effort on the Gulf Coast
during World War 11” Annual Meeting of the Gulf South History and Humanities Conference,
October 5, 2018, Baton Rouge, La.

Invited Public Lecture, "Ready to Fight? FDR, Isolationists, and the Selective Service Act of
1940," Pass Christian Historical Society, Pass Christian Historical Society building, Pass
Christian, MS, United States September 23, 2019.

Invited Public Lecture,



“Military Service as a Migratory Experience: World War Il and the Third Great Migration,”
paper presented at the Slavery, Freedom, and the Remaking of American History: A Conference
in Honor of Ira Berlin, April 9-10, 2015, University of Maryland, College Park

“How African American War Correspondents Shaped Our Understanding of World War I1,”
presentation for Dale Center for the Study of War and Society panel at the Mississippi Museum
of Art, Feb. 2015

“Dear Senator Bilbo: Letters from African Americans during and after World War I1,” paper
presented at the 33 Annual Gulf South History & Humanities Conference, Oct. 1, 2015,
Natchez, Mississippi.

Commentator, Panel: “There’s a Place for Us . . . Somewhere a Place for Us.” 32" Annual Gulf
South History & Humanities Conference, October 11, 2014, Galveston, Texas.

“The Court-Martial at Fort Devens, Massachusetts: African American Women and Racial
Discrimination in the Military during World War 11.” Invited presentation for Black History
Month. Authors and Characters lecture series, Bay St. Louis Public Library, Feb. 18, 2014.

Chair/Discussant, Panel: “To Serve and How to Serve” Biennial Meeting of the Inter-University
Seminar on Armed Forces and Society, Chicago, Ill., Oct. 26, 2013.

“Understanding Black Militancy during World War I1.” Annual Meeting of the Society for
Military History, New Orleans, La., March 14-17, 2013
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"Breaking the Barbershop Habit: Shaving and the Packaging of Science." Invited paper presented
to the colloquium of the National M
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Damon Westfaul, “The Republic of West Florida: A Nation Formed Out of a Need for
Self-Preservation.” Defended March 2005.

Eagle SPUR Mentor
Jamie Henton, won top prize at the 2016 Undergraduate Symposium for her paper, “To
Stay in the South”

Professional Service

Historical Profession
Member, Editorial Board, The Journal of the Army War College, Parameters.
President, Gulf South Historical Association (elected 2020)
Vice-President, Gulf South Historical Association (elected 2019)
Secretary, Gulf South Historical Association (elected 2018)
Board Member, Gulf South Historical Association (elected 2017)
Chair, Kroos Dissertation Prize Committee, Business History Conference (three-year
term, being the chair the second year), 2015-2017.

University, College, Departmental
Editor of the blog, Reflections on War and Society, Dale Center for the Study of War and
Society, September0.8(t)-4(0 1 36,)P2 re reW*nBT/F1 11.012 0 612 792 reWnBT/F1 11.04 Tf1 0 0 1 350.47 -
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Member, Selection Committee for the Summer Grants for the Improvement of
Instruction, 2007-2008

Member, Search Committee for a Pre-Modern European historian, 2007-2008
Member, Nominating Committee for - KRV = KR LQ $PHULFDQ &RI0HIHV  8QLYHUVLIN
Students, 2007-2015

Member, Search Committee for a Nineteenth-Century Southern historian, 2006-2007
Member, Space Allocation Committee, 2006-2007

President, Gulf Coast Faculty Council, 2006-2007

Member, Search Committee for a Southern historian, 2005-2006

Chair, “The Nature of Persecution,” Session at the Phi Alpha Theta Mississippi Regional
Conference, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, April 2, 2005

Member, Gulf Coast Faculty Council, 2004-2006

Member, Search Committee for a U.S. Cultural historian, 2004-2005

Member, Graduate Committee, History Department, 2004-present

Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta Honors Society, 2004-2013

Community of Southern Mississippi
University sponsor for “Law Enforcement and the Transgender Community” Co-
sponsored by the U.S. Dept. of Justice Community Relations Service, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, Southern District of Mississippi, the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office, and
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